


Hop Pest Management
Erin Lizotte 

Michigan State University Extension



• Scouting protocol

• Primary pests 

• Considerations

• Resources

Overview



Scouting

• Scouting involves 

monitoring the crop and 

cropping area for 

problems

• Begin as soon as plants 

begin to grow or pests 

become active

• Continue until the crop is 

dormant or the risk of the 

pest has passed



Scouting

• A critical step in quantifying 

the potential pest damage 

• Aids in determining if 

intervention to control the 

pest is warranted

• Helps determine the 

lifestage of the pest which is 

critical to optimize 

management

• Assists in determining 

management efficacy



Scouting protocol

• Section your farm off into 

manageable portions 

based on acreage,  

variety, and age

• Review the list of known 

pests and beneficials

• If biological information 

is available, use it to 

gauge when you might 

scout more intensively



Wait-- What am I looking for?

• One of the hardest things to learn about scouting 

is how to pick up on the visual cues that 

something is wrong with the plant

• Consider the following as a starting point:

• Cupped, chlorotic, spotted or malformed foliage

• Discolored, damaged, swollen or sunken areas of bark

• A large number of insects—identify them!

• Pockets of less vigorous or dying plants

• Anything out of the ordinary



General Protocol

• Gently shake strings or ruffle foliage as you walk 

looking for a flush of activity

• Remove leaves as you move through the yard—

turn them over and give a close inspection using 

a hand lens

• Check leaves from all reachable heights, but 

favor the lower, denser portion of the canopy

• The more you look, the more you see…..



Pests of Hop

Primary

• Downy Mildew

• Powdery mildew

• Cone diseases

• Potato leafhopper

• Mites

• Beetles 

• Viruses

Emerging

• European corn borer

• Spotted lanternfly





Start Strong

• Site prep to reduce weed 

pressure

• Pesticide applicator license

• Research cultivars, market, 

propagators

• Review educational materials

• Prepare to apple pesticides

• Scout regularly

• Ask questions



Resources

Hop Production in the 

Midwest and Eastern North 

America Online Course 

• Join experts from the Great 

Lakes Hop Working Group 

for this self-paced, 

comprehensive introductory 

course on hop production

• Online, on-demand

• $50 fee that goes to support 

the work group



Resources

Hops.msu.edu



Resources

Bine and Dine Webinar

• Monthly during the 

season

• Covers agronomic 

practices, IPM, fertility 

and more 

• Join live or view recorded

• Free

• Registration will open 

soon



Resources
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